Natural Semantic Metalanguage

Professor Anna Wierzbicka (University of New England, Australia) since the early 1970s has been developing what she calls the Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM). It now comprises 65 units:
	Substantives:
	I, YOU, SOMEONE, PEOPLE, SOMETHING/THING, BODY

	Relational substantives:
	KIND, PART

	Determiners:
	THIS, THE SAME, OTHER/ELSE

	Quantifiers:
	ONE, TWO, SOME, ALL, MUCH/MANY

	Evaluators:
	GOOD, BAD

	Descriptors:
	BIG, SMALL

	Mental predicates:
	THINK, KNOW, WANT, FEEL, SEE, HEAR

	Speech:
	SAY, WORDS, TRUE

	Actions, events, movement, contact:
	DO, HAPPEN, 
MOVE, TOUCH

	Location, existence, possession, specification:
	BE (SOMEWHERE),THERE IS, HAVE, BE (SOMEONE/SOMETHING)

	Life and death:
	LIVE, DIE

	Time:
	WHEN/TIME, NOW, BEFORE, AFTER, A LONG TIME, A SHORT TIME, FOR SOME TIME, MOMENT

	Space:
	WHERE/PLACE, HERE, ABOVE, BELOW, FAR, NEAR, SIDE, INSIDE

	"Logical" concepts:
	NOT, MAYBE, CAN, BECAUSE, IF

	Intensifier, augmentor:
	VERY, MORE

	Similarity:
	LIKE


According to Wierzbicka and her colleagues, NSM, consisting of undefinable semantic primitives, can be used to construct explications for words of different languages and to compare their meanings. In her publications, Wierzbicka proposed explications for many words desribing human emotions. What follows are her explications for 18 English words, which are given in mixed order: admiring, appalled, concerned, contented, despaired, disappointed, embarassed, excited, happy, indignant, joyful, pitiful, relieved, remorsed, sad, ashamed, shocked, terrified. Try to match the words and their explications. 
	1. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "I know now: something very good will happen

(d) I want it to happen

(e) I can't think about other things now"

(f) when this person thinks this this person feels something good

(g) X felt something like this

(h) because X thought something like this
	2. 
	(a) X felt something (because X thought something)

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "some very good things happened to me

(d) I wanted things like this to happen

(e) I can't want anything else"

(f) when this person thinks this this person feels something very good

(g) X felt something like this (because X thought something like this)

	3. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

sometimes a person thinks:

(b) "I thought that something bad would happen

(c) I felt something bad because of this

(d) I know now: this bad thing will not happen"

(e) when this person thinks this this person feels something good

(g) X felt something like this

(h) because X thought something like this
	4. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "I know now: someone did something bad

(d) I didn't think that someone could do something like this

(e) I don't want things like this to happen

(f) I want to say what I think about this"

(g) when this person thinks this, this person feels something bad

(h) X felt something like this 
(i) because X thought something like this

	5. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "something very bad happened to someone

(d) I didn't think that something like this could happen

(e) I have to think now: very bad things happen to people"

(f) when this person thinks this this person feels something

bad

(g) X felt something like this

(h) because X thought something like this
	6. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "something very good is happening

(d) I want this to be happening"

(e) when this person thinks this this person feels something very good

(f) X felt something like this

(g) because X thought something like this

	7. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks for some time about someone:

(c) "something bad can happen to this person

(d) I don't want this to happen

(e) I want good things to happen to this person

(f) because of this I want to do something if I can"

(g) when this person thinks this this person feels something

(h) X felt something like this

(i) because X thought something like this
	8. 
	(a) X felt something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "I know: something bad happened

(d) I don't want things like this to happen

(e) I can't think: I will do something because of it now

(f) I know I can't do anything"

(g) when this person thinks this this person feels something bad 

(h) X felt something like this

	9. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "some good things happened to me before now

(d) I feel something good because of this now

(e) I don't want other things now"

(f) when this person thinks this this person feels something good

(g) X felt something like this

(h) because X thought something like this
	10. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "people can know something bad about me

(d) I don't want people to know this

(e) if people know this they can't not think something bad about me

(f) when I think about it, I can't not think the same"

(g) when this person thinks this this person feels something bad

(h) X felt something like this

(i) because X thought something like this

	11. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "something very bad is happening to me

(d) I don't want it to be happening

(e) I want to do something because of this

(f) I can't do anything

(g) I can't think: some good things will happen to me

(h) I don't know how I can live now"

(i) when this person thinks this this person feels something very bad

(j) X felt something like this 

(k) because X thought something like this
	12. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "something has happened now

(d) I know now: something very bad happened

(e) I didn't think that something like this could happen

(f) I can't think now"

(g) when this person thinks this this person feels something bad

(h) X felt something like this 

(i)  because X thought something like this

	13. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "I thought that something good would happen

(d) I felt something good because of this

(e) I know now: this good thing will not happen"

(f) when this person thinks this this person feels something bad

(g) X felt something like this

(h) because X thought something like this
	14. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "something very bad is happening

(d) something very bad can happen to me now because of this

(e) I don't want this to happen

(f) I want to do something because of this if I can

(g) I can't do anything now"

(h) when this person thinks this this person feels something very bad

(i) X felt something like this 

(j) because X thought something like this

	15. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "something is happening to me now not because I want it 

(d) someone knows about it

(e) this person is thinking about me

(f) I don't want people to think about me like this"

(g) when this person thinks this, this person feels something bad

(h) X felt something like this

(i) because X thought something like this
	16. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks about someone else:

(c) "this person can do some very good things

(d) not many other people are like this

(e) I would want to be like this if I could"

(f) when this person thinks this this person feels something good

(g) X felt something like this

(h) because X thought something like this

	17. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks about someone else:

(c) "something bad happened to this other person

(d) this is bad

(e) something like this is not happening to me"

(f) when this person thinks this this person feels something

(g) X felt something like this

(h) because X thought something like this
	18. 
	(a) X felt something because X thought something

(b) sometimes a person thinks:

(c) "I know that some time ago I did something bad

(d) I knew it when I was doing it

(e) I didn't want to think about it then

(f) I can't not think about it now"

(g) when this person thinks this this person feels something bad

(h) X felt something like this 

(i) because X thought something like this


